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Overview
This application of the GTE framework (presented as a poster at the 2022 meeting of the
American Public Health Association) developed an approach to assessing health equity needs,
readiness, or strategies in community health interventions. The authors created a “Health
Equity Impact Score using GTE domains and tools for potential use in various ways, noting as
examples analyses on health outcomes, health or equity related census tract characteristics, or
to inform and strengthen program planning.

Setting (if applicable): Applicable to various types of community programming (e.g., schools,

corner stores, early care programs, food pantries, etc.). Additional suggestions for application in

SNAP-Ed programs that use the PEARS system1 for reporting SNAP-Ed PSE intervention activities.

Population of focus: Communities that experience health inequities

Type of Study: Methods development; quantitative

Risk factor or disease focus: Variable but related at some level to nutrition or physical activity

patterns

Behavioral change or Policy, Systems, Environmental (PSE) change focus: Both

Retrospective use (empirical) of GTE or prospective (theoretical) use of GTE: Potentially either

Implementation strategies: Index development involved determining how interventions and

strategies within and across GTE domains could be combined to yield a maximum score of 100

points and coding intervention activities in the PEARS database to align with GTE concepts,

assigning scores to quantify health equity impact potential.

Application of the Getting to Equity Framework:

● Which GTE quadrants apply to the study?

All four quadrants plus concepts and tools in supplemental appendix B

1 See https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/pears and https://snaped.fns.usda.gov/program-administration/pears
for background on this database.

https://www.cdss.ca.gov/inforesources/pears
https://snaped.fns.usda.gov/program-administration/pears
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● Were any other theories and/or frameworks used?

[none identified in the abstract]

● How is the GTE operationalized with regard to the identified health equity quadrant(s) and

dimension(s)? How are equity considerations explored or assessed?

The scoring rubric is based on the GTE concepts described in the AJPH paper and
supplementary materials and scores are estimated using standardized data from the Program
Evaluation and Reporting System (PEARS) that is used by nearly 40 US states for reporting,
monitoring, and evaluation of SNAP-Ed programs. Data used are descriptions of implemented
PSE interventions, including implementation strategies employed to bolster and sustain PSE
interventions. The intervention activities can be assigned to one or more of the GTE dimensions
and concepts outlined in the rubric and then tallied for a final score.

SNAP is itself an equity-focused program that increases family income specifically targeted to

food purchases. Similarly, SNAP-Ed seeks to advance health equity by making sure SNAP-eligible

families and participants have greater access and education to make healthy choices. This

application of the GTE framework focuses on improving implementation of SNAP-Ed and other

similar programs by using a scoring system that would highlight 1) dimensions of the GTE

framework where scores can be improved or 2) factors that need to be measured to better

assess health equity impact potential.

● What are the equity-focused recommendations for future research, practice, and/or

policy?

This tool is a work in progress for which recommendations are internally focused next steps for

the development team with the goal of being able to use the scoring rubric to help SNAP-Ed

interventions advance progress in health equity.

Reference for SNAP-Ed guidance:

https://snaped.fns.usda.gov/program-administration/snap-ed-plan-guidance-and-templates


